
 

 

        Our story...the flame is ignited! 

 

 

The Fires of Topeka First Church may be the oldest story on the Kansas City District.  Rev. J.K. 

Mayberry, Minister in the church of the Nazarene had been conducting cottage prayer meetings and 

wanting to start a “Center of Fire in Topeka.  He invited Phineas F. Bresee & Clarence McKee to  

Topeka to hold tent meetings.  Bresee arrived in Topeka for the second time on Tuesday, August 

14, 1906.  Tent meetings were held at 11
th
 and Buchanan and Bresee stayed for 7 days. 

 

This fledgling group continued to fan the flame and on the last Sunday in September, 1906, a 

Church was formed.  Rev. J.K. Mayberry had his name transferred from L. A. California to the 

Church in Topeka, KS.  Officers of this Church in Topeka were elected and Herbert Buffum was 

called as its first pastor.  Those present were J.K. Mayberry, Mrs. Lillie Buffum, sister Hattie       

Martindale of Molene, KS, Bro Mitchell.  36 Charter members in all.  One member has already been 

removed, Sister Kulp relocating to Ashland, Oregon.  E.W. Dunham was appointed the Sunday 

School Superintendent.  In January, 1907, a Rev. Frank McCluney is reporting as pastor.  While this 

group had some organization, they never officially organized with the Church of the Nazarene. 

 

Keeping the flame ignited was challenging for this early group because they didn’t have a            

permanent place to meet.  But Rev. J.K. Mayberry continued to carry the torch for a Church of the 

Nazarene in Topeka.  Again in 1909, Rev. Mayberry stoked more revival fires, along with Dr. H.F. 

Reynolds and Rev. Cochran.  Tent meetings were once again held but these efforts were still    

spasmodic until 1912, when the organizational tent was erected at 10
th
 and Clay. 

  

 Rev. H.F. Reynolds        Rev. Cochran 



 

 

        Our story...fanning the flame! 

 

There were seven charter members:  J.K. Mayberry, W.E. Miller, 
Elsie Miller, Mabel Canon, Elmer Miller, Flossie Arnold, and Mary 
Emery.  After conducting regular services in temporary meeting 
places, the first building, under the direction of Rev. A. Ballinger, 
was erected at the 1100 block of Buchanan Street in 1914.  This 
building, more resembling a barn, would have gone up like a       
tinderbox if touched by physical fire. 

 

As the Spirit continued to fan the flame of this fledgling church, in 
1919, under the pastoral leadership of Rev. Joseph Speakes, this 
building was torn down and a basement church was erected at 
Eighth and Buchanan Streets.  This building was sold in 1921. 

 

The burning torch was passed to Rev. H.L. Kinzie, who purchased a church 
building located at eighth and Topeka Blvd. from the United Presbyterian 
Church.    

 

Revival fires raged on and the next twenty-five years were marked by 
steady growth.  Several pastors over this time carried the torch.   

 

Soon, expansion was again necessary and the First Congregational Church 
building was purchased at Seventh and Harrison Streets in September of 
1946, under the pastoral leadership of Dr. Orville Jenkins.                              
In 1947, Dr. Jenkins accepted the call to Salem, Oregon First Church of the Nazarene, where he later became 
District Superintendent.   

 

Rev. Forrest Nash was called to replace Dr. Jenkins, but just weeks before 
he arrived, the Church building had completely destroyed by fire for some 
unknown reason.  Rev. Nash courageously carried the torch and sold his 
car and marshaled every resource to meet this challenge. 



 

 

        Our story...the flame grows brighter! 

 

Lots were purchased along with the selling of the old site with all of its ashes and debris.  The services of   

architect, Louis Spencer were immediately secured and by August of 1947, excavating was begun for our 

present site at Tenth and Buchanan Streets.   

 

Under the supervision of M.W. Watson Construction Co. our       

current English Gothic house of God was completed in September, 

1948.  Many interior details were finished by members and friends 

of First Church. 

 

The torch was passed to Rev. E.S. Barton, who successfully           

extinguished the mortgage on the building.  Under the leadership of Rev. Ralph G. Jared, the entire church     

building was air conditioned and in November of 1966, a three bedroom parsonage was purchased at 5032 

Shunga Drive. 

 

The torch of the Spirit was again passed to Rev. Phil Riley.  The house south of the church, which served as 

an annex since the purchase of the new parsonage, was damaged by yet another fire.  In May of 1969, the 

house was torn down and replaced by a parking lot.  Additional property expansion took place under Rev. 

Riley.  Three houses to the west of the church were purchased.  In September of 1970, the interior of the 

church was remodeled, adding additional seating and padded pews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also under Rev. Riley’s leadership, First Church sponsored the construction of the Wilson Lanpher Memorial 

Church in South Africa.  Rev. Jack Riley, missionary to South Africa, supervised the building of this Church in 

memory of Dr. Wilson Lanpher, former District Superintendent of the Kansas City District. 



 

 

   Our story...the Spirit burns on! 

 

 

The torch was passed to Rev. Fran D. Ketner, Jr.  In 1976, the             

construction of the new narthex at the south entrance of the sanctuary 

was completed.  In addition, the property at 1221 W. Tenth was        

purchased, completing the acquisition of all the properties between 

Buchanan and Lincoln Streets on Tenth St. 

 

The flame of the Spirit was passed again to Rev. Robert L. Leffel.  Under 

his leadership, the church sent their first Work & Witness Team to    

Paris, France.  In November of 1981, mortgages on two of the houses 

had been paid off, and a “Bridge Into the Future” building fund was  

established with at $400,000 church bond issue successfully completed in seven working days.  In 1982, 

plans were begun for a new 16,000 sq. foot educational wing and Family Life Center; three houses were 

razed, the alley closed, and construction continued with both contractors and much volunteer labor.        

During the early morning hours of Thursday, September 6, 1984, physical fires again ravaged the sanctuary, 

inflicting heavy damage in the original building.   

 

As the sanctuary was refurbished, the congregation worshipped for eight months in the somewhat              

incomplete Family Life Center.  By the summer of 1985, the new additions were nearly complete and the 

sanctuary was totally renewed.  A dedication took place on August 25, 1985 with General Superintendent  

Dr. Eugene Stowe. 

 

On October 4, 1986, Rev. Warren Koker received the torch and under his leadership, a new staircase was 

constructed to the basement under the new addition.  In August of 1987, we celebrated our 75th anniversary 

by dedicating the new basement.  During this time, the musical drama outreach called “The Witness” was 

begun. 



 

 

   Our story...the Spirit burns on! 

 

On May 6, 1990, the property at 1015 S. Buchanan was purchased.  The upper level of this home was used as 

a parsonage and the lower lever was transformed into Ichthus Coffee shop.  A Sunday school class also met 

here. 

 

 

 

Rev. Johan Tredoux received the torch and under his leadership the church built a two-story puppet set for 

ministry to children.  The kitchen was remodeled and a state of the art youth center was developed upstairs. 

Over these past 100 years, we have been refined by both physical and spiritual fires.  Just like Rev. J.K.    

Mayberry desired to have a Church of the Nazarene in Topeka, and Dr. Bresee prayed for a “center of fire,” 

throughout these years, we have had a burning desire to see the holiness message expand throughout      

Topeka.  Three other churches in this great city have been organized by the efforts of First Church: 

 

OAKLAND CHURCH of the NAZARENE – Organized April, 1934 

FAIRLAWN CHURCH of the NAZARENE – Organized November 11, 1943 

LAKEVIEW CHURCH of the NAZARENE – Organized August, 1953 

 

 

While First Church has adequate protection against physical fires in the future, we are still praying for the 

Fires of The Spirit. 



 

 

   Our story...our torch bearers! 

 

 

 

1912  - 1913 …………………………………………….Rev. J.K. Mayberry 

1913 - 1914……………………………………..………..Rev. A.R. Hodges 

1914 - 1915 ……………….…………………………..…..Rev. A. Ballinger 

19 15 - 1916 …………………….…………………….Rev. A.F. Balsmeier 

1916 - 1918 ……………………………………………..Rev. J.G. Demoret 

1918 - 1919 …………..………………………….Rev. Joseph N. Speakes 

1919 - 1920 ……………………….………………….……Rev. T.W. Sharp 

1920 - 1921 …………………………...……………….…..Rev. H.L. Kinzie 

1921 - 1925 ………………………………………………Rev. C.P. Clayton 

1925 - 1926 ……………………...……………………...…..Rev. L.T. Wells 

1926 - 1927………………………………………….…..Rev. Frank Watkin 

1927 - 1932 …………………………………………………..Rev. R.S. Ball 

1933 - 1937 ……………………………………..………….Rev. J.E. Moore 

1937 - 1943 ………………………………………………Rev. A.S. Howard 

1943 - 1945 ……..………………………………….Rev. Noble E. Berryhill 

1945 - 1947 ……………………………..…………Rev. Dr. Orville Jenkins 

1947 - 1955 ..…………………………………….Rev. Dr. Forrest W. Nash 

1955 - 1957 …………………...…………………....Rev. Edward S. Barton 

1957 - 1967 ……………………………………………Rev. Ralph G. Jared 

1967 - 1973 …………………………………………….Rev. Phillip M. Riley 

1973 - 1979 ………………………………………..Rev. Fran D. Ketner, Jr. 

1980 - 1986 …………………...………………………Rev. Robert L. Leffel 

1986 - 2001 ………...………………………………..Rev. Warren D. Koker 

2002 - 2008 …………………………………………Rev. Johan J. Tredoux 

2008 - Present ….……………………………Rev. Branson C. Roberts, Jr.  


